DCSR continues to sponsor the Loskop Marathon
Three hours, fourteen minutes and fifty-six seconds is what it took for Tabitha Tsatsa to win the 2012 Loskop Marathon on April 21 and in the process break the record.
Tsatsa shattered the eight-year-old record of 3:17:31 set by Paulina Phaho in 2004 to pocket the R100 000bonus for her troubles. The runner celebrated her greatest triumph in road running on the same day that her native country, Zimbabwe marked Independence Day. The celebrations did not end there at the Forever Resorts and Department of Culture, Sport and Recreation-sponsored ultra-marathon. There was more good news in store for Tsatsa and her compatriots.
Second place went to another Zimbabwean, Lizih Chokore in a time of 3:23:01. Third place went to yet another Zimbabwean, Muchaneta Gwata in a time of 3:24:58 to complete a clean sweep of the runners from our neighbouring state. 
In the men’s category, Philip Molefe, Phahlale Mohloli and Joseph Mphuthi ensured an all South African podium finish. Molefe won in a time of 2:46:07, while Mohloli claimed second place in a time of 2:47:07 and Mphuthi in third place in a time of 2:50:37.
This was the 27th running of the marathon, which has gained the reputation as one of the best ultra marathons in the road running calendar. The department has been part of the setup for a long time and it sponsors a water-point at the 18-kilometre mark. This is undoubtedly the popular and vibrant water-point in the 50-kilometre race as hundreds of people from Doornkoop line up the street in traditional regalia to cheer on the runners.
 
